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CALIFORNIA CHRISTIGAS I N  SANTA AlVA --- 1896 

' IJr i t ten i n  1979 by Lucy H i l l  Lockett  

"idamma, come here ,  Lucy's peeking a t  the 
Christmas t r eeH ,n ine  year  o ld  Viola c a l l e d  out .  

Lucy's reply ,  "I: d i d n ' t  see much beczuse I 
held  my hand over one eye". I had gone by the  
p a r t i a l l y  open double s l i d i n g  doors leading 
i n t o  the  p a r l o r  from t h e  d ining room. 

But what I sa7v was enough t o  be exc i t i ng  
b e c s u ~ e  i n  f r o n t  of the  t r e e  on t he  f l o o r  s a t  
th ree  lilrge tierman bisque d o l l s  beau t i fu l l y  
d resoed  ~ n d  I knew one would be f o r  me. 

k t  noon on C h r i a t m ~ s  dsy me h ~ d  a  b ig  
r o a s t  turkey a inner  when my Grandaa and 
Grandma H i l l  and Auntie, Grandma H i l l ' s  s i s t e r ,  
E l iza  Leav i t t  who made her  home wi th  them, c s r e  
t o  our house froin  t h e i r  home two blocks away 'at. 
1202 N. idain S t r e e t .  Our hone was on the  corner 
of Spurgeon S t r e e t  and s leven th  S t r e e t ,  formerly 
c a l l e d  Perk Place. 

Af te r  the  dinner  we went i n t o  t he  p a r l o r  t o  
h ~ v e  our g i f t s  from the  t r e e ,  For severa l  dsys 
previously w e  had s t rung pop- Gorn and red 
c ranber r ies  f 'o r  decora t ions ,  a l o n ~  % i t h  s t o r e  - 

bought t i n s e l  2nd card board pict;res of angels  
and ch i ld ren  fo r  decorat ions.  

we ch i ld ren  learned Christmas poems and 
song? and had a  l i t t l e  prograxi t o  e n t e r t s i n  t h e  
rown-ups. It kept u s  k i d s  i n  suspense much !?anger, 

Then the  time came f o r  g i f t s  f r o m  the  t r e e  
and among them the benut i fh l  d o l l s ,  Rose fo r  
Viola, L i l y  f o r  r u ~ l l i e ,  f i v e  years  old,  and 
Daisy f o r  me, Lucy three years  old. Each d o l l  
hsd o complete enrdrobs ~ h l c h  Auntie had sewed 
and worked on for  the  pas t  s eve ra l  months. 



~y bro ther ,  ~ l b e r t ,  seven year?  old, was 
not  fo rgo t ten  and received a  tierman bisque 
"Uncle S R ~ "  d o l l  i n  ~ u t n e n t i c  costume. He 
w a s  p l e a ~ e d ,  but not  a s  exci ted  a s  he was wi th  
hi2 i r o n  toy f i re-engine .  

Grandpa hnd many ne2hews and n i eces  who 
c ~ l l e a  h i m  "Uncle Sam"  a s  his name was Samuel 
B i l l .  He was a very civic-minded and p a t r i o t i c  . 
zon znd apprecia ted  the  e ign i f i cance  o f  be in s  
c 2 l l e a  the za:.le nane a s  the symbol o f  our g r e a t  
coantry,  the  United S t a t e  of  Anerica. So he ' 
was ,lad to  give h i s  grandson t h e  "Uncle  am" 
d o l l  

The cay before Christmas we four k ids  went 
t o  the  horiie o f  our Grandparents and hung up , 

our s tockings around t h e i r  f i r e -p lace .  

7nen i n  the evening w e  a l l  went t o  the church 
t o  the Sund2y School Chr is t rna~ program and t r e e  
which l?:ss londed with g i f t s .  The tenchers  gave 
c i f t :  t n  e ~ c h  pup i l  rnd each c l a s s  hnd e gif t  
?or their t e l c n c r  snd mRny g i f t s  f o r  the  
m i n i ~ t e r  ?nd h i s  f m i l y .  Santa Claus ap2eared 
csusing lots of excitement. He was one of the  
Lescon:, .+;r. H. E. F a i t h  whom w e  a l l  recog- 
niz-d by h i s  s i z e  and voice.  He hnnded o u t  
OR,: or  sizlall boxes o f  candy t o  each one 
2re:ent; an  exc l t i ng  time f o r  ~ 1 1  the  kids.  

Chr i c t~~"1s  morning w e  went t o  our Grand2arents 
and had our s tockings w i t h  s m l l  g i f t s ;  always 
a l a r g e  red 8pLJle i n  the  toe  and always a  
~ r e t t j ;  handkerchiei '  and small toys.  No oranges k 
Lor us, such a s  chi ldren i n  the E a s t  ge t  f o r  
Cnristzias a s  we had plenty  oranges on t r e e s  i n  
the  back ysrd. 

what happened t o  my d o l l ,  Daisy? 

I played wi th  her f o r  many years. Then i n  
1356  he went t o  the  D o l l  Horpi ta l ,  w a s  re-  
s t rung,  f i nge r s  repa i red  2nd a nen wig ncde, 
P r t i e l l y  from my h a i r  vhich had been cu t  o f f  
and saved over f i f t y  years  2reviously ,  snd 
p a r t i a l l y  fro13 n a t u r a l l y  cur ly  n a i r  cu t  f ron  
my dzughter,  Helen. I n  1378 I gave Daisy and 
he r  c lo thes  t o  my daughter,  Nildred, who 
lives i n  $an Csr los ,  Ca l i fo rn ia .  Daisy  its 
i n  an ant ique c h i l d i s  rocking cha i r  i n  her  
l i v i n g  roon by t h e  f i r ep l ace .  

Such i s  the  joy of  Christmas i n  childhood 
days. 



OUR ?AOUNTAIN TRIP 

(The H i l l  Family C~mpind Tr ip  t o  Bear Valley 
San aernardino rf~ountains 

Augur t 30 t o  September 19,1899 

?:r i t ten i n  1977 by Lucy H i l l  Lockett 

"Xe're going camping i n  the  mountains f o r  
th ree  weeks", Pspa and ICarnma t o l d  u s  one summer. 
',Ye k ids  had never been t o  the mountains except 
9rr.n"e County ( I r v i n e )  Park; j u s t  seen them 
fron a distance. we hnd been a t  the beach a l l  
sur,:nler and t h i s  v~ould be qu i t e  a. chnnge. 

 pap^ and h i s  cousin xheodore (Ted) T ~ r b o x  
of Srn aernardino previously had taken severa l  
shor t  csmping t r i p s  i n  the  mountains ~ n d  Papa. 
wa? anxious f o r  a l l  of us  t o  go there.  

'Ted hrd come from Xenia, Ohio i n  1889,lived 
i n  % n t a  Ana f o r  a shor t  time and worlced 8.t our 
f2rnily:s Hardware s to r e ,  S. H i l l  pnd 80n i n  the 
t i n  3hop p a r t .  i-ie moved t o  S2n Bernaraino, 
v;.orked i n  S ~ n t a  Fe R a i l r o ~ d  Shops and a l s o  i n  
c i t r u s  orchards the re  and l i ved  w i t h  the I v e s  
f s n i l y  i n  f i i gh l~nde .  He ha.d e n l i s t e d  i n  the  
U. S. Army i n  1898 during t he  Spanish-Americsn 
w a r .  Later  he -::a2 di::chr~rged from the  se rv ice  
rafter seven months, but r e i n l i s t e d  ~ f t e r  our 
caRping t r i p .  He xas sen t  t o  the Ph i l ipp ines  
where he died of  disen se soon afterward.  He 
was 2 bachelor about fo r ty - f ive  years  old. 
Ted was a f i n e  ler?.der and guide f o r  our t ~ i p .  

Then i n  August, 1899, Ted f ixed  up a wagon 
f o r  c-rnping w i t h  two horses  t o  p u l l  it .  It -. 

contained tao  tent:, dutch ovens, cooking and 
e s t i n g  u t e n s i l s  end food. We took bedding i n  
gunny sacks on the  t r a i n  t o  San Bernardino 
along - . - i th  our camping c lo thes .  There were 
e igh t  of u s  beside Ted, Papa, IGamrna, Viola, 
Alber t ,  Ne l l i e  end me, Lucy, and lhnina's t w o  
s i s t e r s ,  Erma and Hilda Axelson. rapa' and 
Albert  went up t o  Szn bernardino on t he  t r a i n  

on August 2'3' t o  help  Ted g e t  thingc rebdy. 
'l'he r e s t  of  u s  went on the morning t r a i n  the 
next  d ~ y  t o  H igh l~nds ,  e a s t  of Sgn Bernardino, 
a r r i v i n g  a t  12:30 and went t o  the  home of 
f r i ends  of ? apa and iilamma, the  kus t i n s .  Vie 
changed our c lo the?  and l e f t  the  ones we wore 
on the  t r a i n ' , a t  t h e i r  house, 

A t  2 o 'c lock we s t a r t e d  i n  the wagon up t he  
mountains and c~mped a t  the  "Dutchman's" t h a t  
n ight .  A l l  s l e p t  on the  ground under the  s t a r s ,  
wonen and g i r l s  i n  one long bed, the  two Ken 2nd 
boy i n  a  smsl ler  bed. before T:le went t o  bed 
b m a  put  the  usua l  mi t ten  on my l e f t  hand 
t ry ing  t o  cure ne of  the bad hs b i t  of  rucking 
my thumb. I was so ashamed t o  wear i t  every 
n ight  snd have t he  o thers  see i t ,  t ha t  by the  
end o f  the  t r i p  and home sgs in  I ;:$as cured and 
never had t o  near  the  mi t ten .ags in .  we saw 
many f a l l i n g  s t a r s  which fasc ina ted  m e  a s  I t a d  
never seen any before.  About 10 o 'clock 17e were 
s t a r t l e d  by a mountain team corning down which we I 
tz~ought a t  f i r s t  was a loose  cow o r  herd o f  
sheep t h a t  n igh t  run over us.  We k i d s  were 
r e a l l y  scared. 

The next  d a y  we went t o  Fredalba Park 
walking behind t he  wagon most of  the  dsy a s  
t he  road was eteep and the load too heavy f o r  
t he  horse2 t o  p u l l .  Eeda lbo  Park, a nountain 
camp ground, w a s  named f o r  Fred anci"A1bert 
Smiley of Redlsnds who es tab l i shed  t he  camp. 
V;e camped the re  u n t i l  Yfedne~aay, Septenuer 6. 
A F  we stayed In  variouo ccmps, b - n  and Eilda 
read some books, embroidered d o i l i e s  and wrote , 

a few l e t t e r s  to '  t h e i r  "boy f r i ends" .  There 
was no pos t  o f f i c e  i n  the  mountains but they 
exgected t o  send t h e  l e t t e r s  by paesfng cFmpers 
going down the  mountains end they d id .  l::hile 
a t  Fredelba we went over t o  the  savl-mill and 
watched the  process of  making log?  i n t o  lumber, 
Fron Manzanita Point  the re  $ve could see 
Hiverside, Redlands, Scn Bernzrdino,Highlands, 
Mentone, Colton, P e r r i s ,  Arl ington and Corona. 



we went up the  rnountzins and from p l a c e  
t o  p lace  o f t en  Ted and ??pa Would be walking 
ahesd rnd sto? 2nd say, "Come over t o  see the  
vie;lr i n t o  t h e  v- l ley" .  . It became a. mell  kmowfi 
f;.r;ilj- s z ~ i n ~  f o r  years  a f t e r ,  "Come up and 
zee the view . ivo smog i n  those days. !'ie 
thought ye were on top of the  world. 

i..t Eyedalba r s r k  someone haa made a  sgr ing 
house t o  keep t h e i r  food cool. It was made of 
rock w a l l ?  ~ . n d  a p a r t i a l  rock f l o o r  wi th  a cold 
stream of' -:later fro:n a spr ing running through 
the  cen te r .  It made a b ig  imsression on me a s  
I hsd never seen a spr ing  before.  We used i t  
while  csnging there.  

O n  'epte:rL3er 6 we went t o  Bear Valley by way 
of  Gretn Valley ~01r:ing i n t o  Bear Valley a t  the  
nortnae,st  aide. Re reached there  a t  7 i n  the  
evening, a long hard day, walking most o f  t he  
*:Jay. '17he presen t  r o ~ d  was not  b u i l t  thkn. 
The next d ~ y  \Te rez ted  and imgroved our camp. 
There v:ae a quar te r  inch of' i c e  on the rvater 
i n  the vxsh S z s i n  t h ~ t  morning. Our meals 
xere  very p l a in ,  mostly po t s toes  and onions 
and hot b i s c u i t s  made i n  the  heavy i r o n  Dutch 
oven. 

On t r id2y ,  September 8, we went t o  Holcomb 
V ~ l l e y  -:;fiere I!:e saw the  old abandoned stamp- 
m i l l  zh ich  c r u s h ~ d  ~ n d  ground the  ore 'contain- 
i n2  gold i n t o  s f i n e  ponder. There had been 
sever21 gola  mines i n  the area .  

Fucdry mas Alber t f  s 10 th  b i r thday but I 
dont t rel;.e:riuer any c e l e ~ r a t i o n  about i t .  We 
cen t  up on the  h i l l s  snd got  spruce gum from - 
$he t ~ e e z  where i t  oozed out of  the  bark. !Ire 
chemeci i t  but  i t  wasn't  very t a s t y .  

One dsy we went t o  Bluff  Lske and another  
d a y  t o  the  dcm which holds back the  water  t o  
f o r m  i3ig dea r  Lake. There was p r a c t i c a l l y  no 
wster  i n  the lake  a9 i t  was a t  t he  end of the  
cry samr~er season and t h a t  l ake  water was used 

f o r  i r r i g a t i o n  of the  San dernardino Valley 
c i t r u s  orchards and farming. We walked across  
t h e  top of the  dam and climbed on the   rock^ a t  
the  s ide.  

On September 12, we s t a r t e d  
home by  way of Hunsaker Flat  where we stayed 
th ree  days. Before w e  l e f t  home Xra .  Robert 
n o o k ,  a  neighbor i n  L'anta Ana, t o l d  us t h e i r  
family of lir. and iiirs. Elook and daughters,  
J e s s i e  2nd dva, had recen t ly  returned from t h e  
mountains. She sa id  when we reached Hunsaker 
F la t  t o  look f o r  he r  bed which ?he b d  f ixed  mhen 
they c~mped there .  So me d i d  and found i t ,  a 
g r ea t  p i l e  o f  brake f e rns  t o  sof ten  the  hard 
ground. 3rake fe rns  grow about t h r ee  f e e t  
high,  covering the  ground i n  many places  2nd 
when cu t  and p i l e d  make an exce l l en t  mattress .  
We a l s o  hiked dom t o  Deep Creek one af ternoon 
while  there.  

A s  w e  v~aiked along one dcy rve met a man 
d r i v i c g  tonard us i n  a wagon and stopped t o  
v i s i t .  H e  s a id  he l i v e d  i n  a houze not  f a r  
away. Soon we came i n  s igh t  of  the  house w i t h  
an  animal i n  the yard and I sa id ,  "There i s  the  
man's house with h i s  d se r  i n  the  yard". The 
r e s t  of the  family laughed a t  me a s  the  animal 
was a burro. They o f t en  reminded me of t h a t  
inc ident .  

On Saturdey we s t a r t e d  f o r  s q u i r r e l  Inn 
bu t  went th ree  mi les  beyond and c~m?ed a t  
C~mp Lincoln. lvlonday we came down the  nountains 
t o  Highlands. Y!e had gone up the  mountains by 
t he  City Creek road rnd came back the Arrov~head 
rond. Xe drove by the  Insane Asylur,  ( S t a t e  
1Cental Hospi ta l )  a t  Highlands and on t o  G r s .  
Aus t in ' s  ahere w e  had ba ths  i n  her  tznk house 
~ n d  2ut  'on our c lean c lo thes  vrhich we hcd l e f t  
the re  th ree  weeks previously.  I n  t he  evening 
we went t o  Highland Eulfbr Hot Springs. 



'J;e a r r i v e d  a t  home i n  Santa Ana on 
Tuesday, ~;eptenber 13, on the 10 olc lock 
t r a i n ,  having l e f t  H i g h l ~ n d s  a t  7 A . X .  
going sround by Hedlpnds. Emm and Papa 
took 6 O  Kodek p i c t u r e s  on t h e  whole t r i p  
wMch we heve a~ a rememtnance of  a wonderful 
mountain vacat ion.  

EARLY RECOLLLCTIO:\IS OF KZtiPORT 3 U C H  
- ).BOUT 1896 t o  1903 - 

T r i t t e n  I n  1967 by Lucy H i l l  Lockett 

FTSH EVERY DAY 

" A l l   board", ho l le red  t h e  conductor o f  
the  Southern P ~ c i f i c  t r a i n  a s  Papa swunk up . 

on the  l a s t  c z r  a s  it .slowly r o l l e d  from the  
depot on the  wharf a t  iJelrport Beach. Seven 
o 'clock i n  the  morning :vas the  time the  t r a i n  
l e f t  the  beach taking the  business  men and 
o ther  passengers t o  t h e i r  v ~ . r i o u s  i n t e r e s t s  
i n  Sa-nta Ana. Hovr hard i t  was f o r  Papa t o  
p u l l  h i a s e l f  away f r o m  the  b i t i n g  f i s h  out 
on the  end o f  t h e  wharf, e a t  a  b i t e  of break- 
f a s t  and run f o r  t he  t r a i n ,  Rhen t h e  f i ch ing  
was good, which was most of  t he  time, Papa 
would g e t  up a . t  4 A .lii. and t ske  h i s  bamboo 
pole which stood leaning up aga ins t  the  s ide  
of our house end hurry out on the  wharf t o  g e t  , a good spot t o  s i t  and f i s h ,  Xhe bes t  p lace  
was on the  southeast  corner and down the  e a s t  
s ide .  On the southwest c o r n e r . t h e  cur ren t  and 
wind blew the  l i n e s  toward the  p i l e s ,  covered 
wi th  barnacles ,  and tangled the  f i sh  l inez .  

Alber t  f i shed  almost every day, too,  o f t en  
going ea r ly  i n  t h e  morning nnd' f i s h i n g  w i t h  
P r ~ a .  The:; both  could c lexn f i sh  ' i n  f a s t  
time and,since mackerel was the  most comon 
va r i e ty ,  we a l l  a t e  enough t o  give u s  a  
permanent l i k i n g  f o r  i t .  Other v a r i e t i e s  
sometimes c ~ u g h t  from t h e  wharf were rock-cod, 
bon i ta ,  skip-jack, ha l i bu t  and Spanish mackerel. 
Ne l l i e  and Viola f i shed too,  bu t  moet of  my 
experience a s  a c h i l d  n a s  f i s h i n g  v ~ i t h  a  drop 
l i n e  through the  l a rge  cracks and knot-holes 
i n  the  wharf.' I was Itdizz)r-headed" and could 
not  f i s h  over the  edge a s  t h e  o thers  d id .  I 
wondered what I would have done i f  I had caught 
a f i s h  l a r g e r  then the  hole,  bu t  t h a t  never 
happened as I usua l ly  just caught mackerel o r  

. . 



l i t t l e  f l a t  f i s h  r e  c a l l e d  pumpkin seeds. 

:,'hat excitement when sogeone caught a  
yellow-tr. i l  2nd t h e  boys. ho l l e r ed  "Yellow,. 
ye l lon,  hau l  him i n  Rube". People ran from 
one cide of t he  wharf t o  the  o ther  matching 
the  yellow t a i l s  being hauled i n  and begging 
mackerel from f r i e n d s  t o  put  on t h e i r  l i n e s  
fo r  b z i t  t o  ca tch  t he  b i g  f i s h .  Mackerel, 
rock-cod 2nd bass mere fo rgo t ten  i n  t h e  
exciteizent, t o  t r y  f'or yellow t a i l s .  'Papa 
nouidn ' t  want t o  go up town these  days, but  
business c d l e d  and we would swing up the  
s teps  of t he  l a s t  car .  

ivot 3 1 1  the f i s h i n g  was done on the  wharf. 
iLr. Alber t  Dixon and o ther  fishermen put  ou'; 
t o  r e a  throush the breakers  before  dawn every 
morning i n  d o r i e s  n i t h  the  men us ing oars  t o  
pyoyel t ne  b o z t ~ .  ILr. Dixon came n i t h  h i s  
f s r n i l y  i n  1834 and he was. the  Dean of the  
5i:hing Industry.  Every evening about f i v e  
o ' c lock  Idr. Dixon would go down on the  beach 
:?.ith his ie-rge n e t  on a s l ed  cirawn-by h i s  
horre., h i s  t-,f7o boys; Joe rnd Lewis, always 
nel:;ing hini. He nould put  the  ne t  i n  the  dory 
2nd row out th-ou;h the  breakers  about one- 
qua r t e r  mile,  l e t t i n g  out the  ne t  a s  he went 
and cone back t o  shore one-fourth mile down 
the  beacn. The h o r ~ e s  would be h i tched t o  
both e n d s  o f  the  n e t  ~ n d  gradually p u l l  i t  
i n  qnd capture the  t i n y  f i s h  t o  be used f o r  
b a i t  the  next corning. 'Je kids  watched the  
net: coae i n  ~ . n d  l i ked  t o  help ca t ch  t he  
,squirniin;;, slimy l i t t l e  f i s h .  Often the re  
wers o iea l a r g e r  f i ? h ,  too. The f i s h  caught 
eacr, dqy I'rorn t h e  d o r i e s  i n  the  ocean were 
ship;ec on the  aftbrnoon t r a i n  t o  Santa Ana 
and Lo2 fingeles markets. How well  I remember 
l o n ~  r r cks  of cleznea f i s h  hanging i n  the  cool  
shcae under the whrrf, then put  i n  l a r g e  
wooden boxes j u r t  before t r a i n  time and 
loaded i n  the  b a g p g e  cz r .  We k ids  d i d n ' t  
miss a t h i n s  t o  see o r  smell around t h e  wharf. 

11 
VJA TER 

!',rater, water every~vhere, bu t  not  a  drop t o  
d r ink  o r  t o ' u s e  i n  cooking or  domestic use 
except what wan brought down from Santa Ana 
i n  a  water tank ca r  h i tched onto the  end o f  
the  t r a i n  about tivice a  week. The e a r l y  
summer homes mere a l l  b u i l t  c lose  t o  t h e  
wharf on account of  the  necess i ty  of  carrying 
the  buckets of water.  I1he \?ate:. was run from 
the  tank c a r  i n t o  a  b ig  tank on the 'wharf  near  
t he  depot. The people l i n e d  up w i t h  t h e i r  
buckets,  turning on the  faucet  i n  the tenk t o  
fill them. The bozrde under the  faucet  were 
always wet and cold  and s l i c k  and a s  we a.livays 
went barefoot ,  i t  bvas a s l i ppe ry  p lace  t o  
stand..  Alber t  had a. cont inual  job of ca r ry ing  
buckets of  water,  but  we had t h e  c loeent  houee 
t o  the  nharf  on the e a s t  s ide ,  so i t  was con- 
venient .  

The houses were b u i l t  i n  the  sand with 
board aidervalks i n  the  f ron t  of  the  r o a  of 

I 

about s i x  houses on t he  e a r t  s i d e  of t he  vharf.  
I remember t he  Copelsnds rnd t h e  George '::rights 
were neighbors along the  board walk and f u r t h e r  
back from the  ocean f r o n t  were the  Hossmers and 
the  Ycl~~i l lnns .  l o r e  sumn~er houses and the  Big 
Hotel a e r e  on the west aide a long the  board 
walk, among them the  Thomas, George Edgar and 
tiavrley famil ies ;  a l s o  George cnd Henry 
Peabody's General S to re  ~ n d  Post  Office. The 
b a t h  house a t  t h e  Big Botel was operated Sy 
M r .  Emmett Brockett  who had been the f i r s t  
store-keeper and postmaster.  dr .  Brockett  
had b u i l t  t he  second house i n  Uewport and 
IvIr. W i l l i e m  Schirmer ?rho was wharfinger f o r  
t he  NcFhddens buil t ;  the  hhird houre. The 
f i r s t  sum..$er house had been b u i l t  by. my 
Grandfather, K r .  Samuel H i l l  i n  1890. It was 
a one room dwelling with c l o t h  cu r t a in s  which 
could be pu l led  on overhead wires  t o  separa te  
t h e  space i n t o  rooms. Af te r  about t e n  years  
t h i s  was inadequate f o r  our f ami ly  and t h e  



old  houzs was moved back t o  another  l occ t i on  
?.cd ?spa h a d  a new house b u i l t  i n  the same 
loca t i on  a? the o r i g i n a l  house j u s t  e a s t  o f  
the  ~ : h a r f .  

There yere  no plumbing f a c i l i t i e s  i n  any 
o f  the hourec, but t he  l a r g e r t  bath-tub i n  
the  v;orld was juz t  a  r'ea s t e p s  out the  f r o n t  
door. Alco near  our f r o n t  door and next  t o  

a 

th? wharf was a  s tack of  surplus wooden ivharf 
p i l e s  r h i c h  had been placed t he re  G O  be ready 
f o r  use i n  repl~cernent  a f t e r  a  storm. Y?e k ids  , 
z p n t  z!p.ny hours swinging end jumping on the  
l o  j a ,  a :- :ve cp l led  them. m e  ocean washed up 
ana under the  logs  at high t i d e  and l e f t  the  
ends hi7h aoove the  sand, so they t e e t e r e d  
end msde Rn i d e a l  p lace  t o  play. 

Ch~r ~ O U F ~  xas b u i l t  on t ap  o f  the  sand on 
p i l e s  u? high l i k e  09 s t i l t s .  Sometimes we 
piayed  "house" with our d o l l s  under the  -house 
i n  t h e  ohade. There were no t r e e s  o r  shrubs 
a t  IJeivport except occasionzl  sand apple p l a n t s  
on t h e  h im~ocks  o f  sand. Auntie, K ~ P S  El iza  
Leav i t t ,  Grandma H i l l ' s  s i s t e r ,  made j e l l y  
every FU-mer i'ron: t he  sznd apples.  I remember 
Yrs. Co2elnnd had red geran ium i n  p o t s  on h e r  
porch. 

13 
WHARF AND RAILROAD 

Every day a s  Papa went up town he took a 
wicker basket  on h is  arm t o  b r ing  f r u i t  and 
o ther  th ings  from home including the  mail  and 
newspaper when he csme back on t h e  evening 
t r a i n .  How we four  k i d s  loved t o  meet the  
t r a i n  j u ~ t  before  supper and wai t ing  f o r  Papa 
and anxious t o  see what he brought i n  the  
basket .  Often it was cold 2 s  v e  -.vaited and 
rometimes we would bury each other ,  a l l  except 
t h e  head, I n  the  send t o  keep warm. 

As our beach home was next t o  t h e  whzrf on 
t h e  e a s t  s ide ,  we could wait  a t  home u n t i l  w e  
hesrd t.he t r a i n  whis t l e  a s  it crossed the  bay 
on t he  briage.  Usually w e  were up a t  the  
deyot wai t ing  wi th  o ther  people o f t en  ~ u t t i n g  
our e a r s  down the  t r ack  t o  l i s t e n  and f e e l  the  
v ib ra t i on  o f  t he  t r a i n  wheels. Mr. Lawrence 
Wilkinsoc. was s t a t i o n  master and s l e s t  i n  a  
roon a t  t h e  depot because he had asthma and could 
s leep  b e t t e r  near  t he  water. 

The wharf and r a i l r o a d  were b u i l t  i n  1888 
by the  PcFgdden bro thers ,  James and Robert, o f  
Santa Ana and not f o r  p leasure ,  but  f o r  busl- 
neas. Lumber schooners came down f ron  the  
nor th ,  t i e d  up t o  the  wharf as  the  r a i l r o a d  
t r a c k s  ran  out  t o  the  end, unload d i r e c t l y  t o .  
t h e  f l a t  c a r s  w i t h  t he  use of a  donkey engine. 
Often 3 s  many a s  e igh t  o r  ten  sh ip s  were wai t ing  
a t  one t i n e  t o  unload t h e i r  caygo which mas 
shipped t o  Los Angeles and other  places i n  
Southern Ca l i fo rn ia .  The Southern P a c i f i c  
Railroad bought th i s  p r i v a t e l y  owned l i n e  
i n  1893. How we k i d s  enjoyed aa tch ing  t h e  
a c t i v i t y  on the nhar f  and I ' m  sure  o f t en  go t  
I n  the r a y  of the  men. Af'ter t he  Southern 
Pac i f i c  bought t he  r a i l r o a d  t h e  passenger 
t r a i n  from Santa Ana ran  on Sund~y a s  wel l  
a s  week-days, so now more people were on the  
beach. 



The t r n i n  rc.ade tivo round t r i p s  da i l y ,  
lenving Newport about 7 A.M. snd 4 '?.Ivi., 
a r r i v i n g  back a t  t h e  beach a t  10:30 A.M. and 
6 P.;;. car ry ing pasrengers  a s  well  a s  a . 
bzg;p,ge ca r .  'Ihe f r e sh  f i s h  went back dzily 
i n  the  b ~ g g a ~ e  c a r  a t  4 i n  t h e  af ternoon.  
&eight  t r a i n s  ca r ry ing  lumber back t o  Santa 
An% r.ent of ten .  The water tank-car came back 
t o  t h e  beach on e i t h e r  t r a i n ,  passenger o r  
f r e i g h t .  

The r a i l r o a d  t racks ,  a f t e r  c ross ing  the 
bay on a bridge, gradunlly went up on-a d i r t  
f i l l  t o  the  l e v e l  of  the  zha r f  where the  
s t ~ t i o n  was located .  Sloping ranps made o f  
bosrd were on each - ide  of  t h e  !wharf do-xn t o  
the  l e v e l  of t he  sand and board m l k .  The 
t r ~ c k a  went on out t o  t he  end of the  wharf 
 here t he  sh ips  were t i e d  t o  be loaded and 
unlooCed d i r e c t l y  f r o m  o r  i n t o  the  r s i f r o a d  
ca r? .  i3efore th t :  vharf  o r  r z i l r o a d  were b u i l t  
the  1u.i.ber was f l o a t e d  t o  t h e  beach and picked 
up ~ n a  put  i n  wagons t o  haul  t o  Santa Ana. 
They :?rezd straw, weeds and sunflovers  on t o  
the  sand t o  he lp  the' teams p u l l  the  wagons 
wi th  lozds of lumber. The lumber came from 
L a ~ h i n g t o n  and Oregon. One ehip r a s  n a ~ e d  
"The ?tcw$ort". Young men and boys worked on 
the  r a i l i n g  shi?s and were glad t o  be i n  po r t  
o c c ~ s i o n ~ l l y .  Biamxa would t i e  up bundles o f  
S - ~ n d s y  School papers  and o ther  reading mat ter  
and Viola would take the= t o  t h e  boys on the  
snips  who were very g lad  t o  g e t  them and 
Viola l i k e d  t o  v i s i t  w i t h  t he  boys. k smooth 
board about 12 f e e t  long and 4 f e e t  wide was 
u2ed t o  s l i d e  the  g ra in  sacks from the  r a i l r o a d  
c a r s  t o  t h e  ship. ':!hen not  i n  uze i t  w a s  l e f t  
on t he  wharf and a l l  the  k i d s  around had l o t s  
o f  fun s l i d i n g  on t h e  s l i c k ,  pol ished board and 
wearing out  the  s e a t  of t h e i r  pants.  

Camping Crowd 

&ont - Alber t ,  Nell ie ,  Lucy & Viola 
Back - Pl iny H i l l ,  Hilda Axelson. 

Anna H i l l  and Ted Tarbox 

Silverado School House 



Summer dome, Newport Beach, 1897 

Train  Depot and IArJl'harf at Newport Beach 



BAYSIDE AND ABBOTT' S LANDING 

Two ways t o  reach  aayeide and ~ b b o t t ' s  
Landing v!ere by boat ,  rowing or  s e i l i n g ,  o r  
by horse and -..agon j u s t  a f t e r  high t i d e  along 
the  hard sand by t he  bay. Before 1898 ~ e v e r a l  
homes were b u i l t  a t  Bayside, loca ted  near  what 
i s  now the  cen te r  of Balboa, by t h e  E. S. Keech, 
aenne t t  and Tubbs fami l ies .  I n  1908 these  were 
moved neare r  the  bzy f ron t .  

Abbott' s Landing a small p i e r  b u i l t  
out  i n  thebay west of' the  Bayside hones, now 
t h e  locn t ion  of  the  f e r r y  c ross ing  t o  Balboa 
I s l and  a t  Palm S t r ee t .  Xr. Abbott bought land 
from the  s t a t e  a s  swamp and overflow land. He 
planted some t r e e s  and sold  p a r t  of his land 
f 'urther e a s t  on t h e  peninsula t o  Joseph 
Ferguson. 

Pbr two sumrers Grandpa and Grandma E i l l  
and Auntie canped i n  a t e n t  a t  Abbott 's  
Landing, before b u i l d i n g  the  house at Nevrport 
on t he  ocean f ron t  next  t o  the wharf. 

There was a wagon road t o  'Nevrport deach 
from Santa Ana p a r a l l e l i n g  t h e  r a i l r o a d  
t r acks  through Pauler ine  and Harper, now 
Costa Mesa, both of  which were jus t  sign 
boards on t he  r a i l road .  Tho wagon road 
crossed t h e  bag on a narrorr bridge' east o f  
the  r a i l r o a d  bridge. The horse  c o r r a l  was 
f i r t h e r  along tovrards t he  wharf. M r .  Brockett  
t i e d  up t h e  horses  and fed them while t h e  
owners spent  t he  day on the  beach. 

M t .  Lowe Transportat ion 
Pac i f i c  E lec t r i c :  I nc l i ne  Car ( ~ c h o )  

Surface Car 



ROCKY POINT SXCURSION Today there  . a r e  twenty o r  more houses the re .  

"Next week we go t o  Rocky Point  f o r  a 
day1 s excursion",iLama vould say one day 
and the  once a summer t r i p  t o  the  magic spot  
was  almoct here.  Kie planned f o r  i t  days i n  
advance; my aunts ,  hmna znd Hilda would come 
down from S ~ n t a  Ana on the  t r a i n  t o  go wi th  
u s  ~ n d  Papa ; ~ o u l d  s t ay  a t  t h e  beach t h a t  day. 
Yve packed a lunch, took our bathing s u i t s  and 
a l l  xalked over t o  Uncle Sam's boat landing 
on t he  bay where we rented  a l a r g e  row boat  ' 

f o r  the e i g h t  of  us.  5.w helped Papa wi th  
the  r o ~ i n g  and o the r s  a l s o  t r i e d  t o  help.  we 
used an oar  a t  t he  back t o  he lp  s t e e r  a  s t r a i g h t  
courre. 

Uncle SPX was a Portugese s a i l o r  who 
s e t t l e d  a t  iiewport and l i v e d  i n  a l i t t l e  
roo% he b u i l t  on h'is p i e r .  H e  had a few row- 
3 o c . t ~  t o  1.ent t n d  % p l ~ c e  where o ther  people 
could t i e  u p  t h e i r  own p r i v a t e  boats.  The 
only p r i v a t e l y  owned boa t s  I can remember were 
t he  ones of  the  2. E. Keech family who had a 
suLxqer home et B z y ~ i d e .  They cane i n  a s a i l  
boat every few days, t i e d  up a t  Uncle Sam's 
p i e r  nnd . ca r r i ed  semi-johns fo r  t h e i r  water  
which they got  a t  t he  Ijewport Wharf. Uncle 
Sani l i ked  k i d s  rnd l e t  u s  f i s h  o f f  h is  p i e r  
wi th  s drop l i n e  and bent pin,  us ing raw 
potnto  f o r  b a i t ,  t r y l n g  t o  ca tch  crabs and 
Fome times a small minnow. We loved t o  watch 
t h e  crabs a t  low t i d e  around the  p i l i n g s  o f  
h i s  p i e r  and would poke a t  them w i ' t h  s t i c k s .  

Pasa planned our out ing on a day when me 
could go down the  bay wi th  the  t i d e  going out 
and come back i n  the  af ternoon wi th  an  in-  
coming t i de .  Be rowed a s  f a r  a s  Bay I s l and  
where Pepa l e t  u s  k ids  out  of  t he  boat t o  
walk ac ross  t he  i s l and  and picked u s  up on 
t h e  o ther  s ide .  fvIarurna s a id  she thought t h a t  
would be a  n i ce  p lace  t o ' have  a house, only 
th ink ing  i t  ;#:as l a rge  enough f o r  one house. 

l e  stopped a t  Abbottf s i ~ n d i n g ,  s e n t  of  
the  houses a t  Bey  s ide ,  now Balboa a t  Palm 
S t r e e t ,  where the  f e r ry  goes ac ross  t o  dzlboa 
I s l ~ n d ,  f o r  e r e s t  2nd t o  look around. Pepa 's  
f r i end ,  M r .  .. J oe Ferguson, had a house the re .  
 hen we were of i  f o r  our next stop   bout ha l f -  
way between ~ b b o t t ' s  Landing ana the  end of  
t he  peninsula t o  h2ve.a swim i n  the  bzg. ?a?a 
made 8 d r e s s i n s  room f o r  u s  by s t i c k i n g  the  
tno p a i r  of oa rs  i n  t he  sand and s t r e t ch ing  
shee t s  which w e  hnd taken w i t h  u s ,  between 
them. Puch e novelty ~ n d  fin t o  go i n  the 
c l e ~ r ,  blue ivater of t he  bay w i t h  cockle zhe l l s  
and c l ~ m s  under foot .  

The f i n a l  s t r e t c h  of rowing was or. t o  iiockg 
Point ,  now named Coronz Del I~liar. The cur ren t  
was strong i n  the chznnel, but wi tn  two people 
rowing i t  was accomplished e a s i l y .  Vie a t e  our 
lunch with r e l i s h  i n  t he  shnde of the  rocks, 
then . ran  around and explored t he  rocks and 
caves and pretended we were fiobinson Crusoe 
on a dese r ted  i s l a n d  a s  we were the  only 
people i n  s i gh t .  I n  the  af ternoon we rowed 
back t o  Wewport wi th  t h e  t i d e  and re turned 
the  boat t o  uncle Sam. Such a wonderi211, 
happy day for a l l .  

Depot and wharf - July 4, 1897 



SUNDAY 

Sunday was glways a hapwy day because 
Papa could s t ag  down a t  the  beach wi th  
u s ,  By e igh t  o 'clock we were i n  our bathing 
s u i t s  rac ing out t o  the  ocean, the only time 
i n  the  week darnma ana Papa went i n  bathing. 
Papa was a  good si9~imer and took us  out f a r  
i n  the  b ig  oreakers.  Tihat f'un we had! 
$!arnma didnl  t  vim bat  enjoyed splashing i n  
the  breakers ,  L e t t s  not  fo rge t  Romeo, our 
l i t t l e  pug dog who r a t h e r  dreaded the  weekly 
r i t u a l  beczuse Papa took him out i n  the  
breakers ,  l e t  him loose and he had t o  swim 
back. He d i d n ' t  waste any time g e t t i n g  back 
t o  shore while some of  the  f l e a s  go t  washed 
off '  I n  the  process.  - 

Sunday School .time mas a t  10:OO olc lock,  
Ke put  on clean,  f r e sh ly  i roned c lo thes  and 
shoes, the  only time i n  the  week we wore 
them, and m l k e d  along the  board walk t o  
Sundcy School. This was held  i n  an octagon- 
shnged 'rvooden bui ld ing wi th  white-washed 
wall9 i n s ide  and out.  It mas not  on t h e  
ocepn f r o n t  but  near t h e  Sharps Hotel and 
G r ~ n b  S ~ l t e r ' s  drug s t o r e  and hone. 
Dancee *.vere held on Saturday n igh t s  and t h e  
nsxed f l o o r s  were s t i l l  s l ippery  f o r  Sunday 
School the  next morning. So we had f'un 
s l i d i n g  wi th  our shoes on the  shiny f loors .  
Sach Sundey a young student  preticher came 
doan from the  ir~ethodist  School of. Theology 
a t  U.S.C i n  Los Angeles t o  p r a c t i c e  h i s  
t r a i n i n g  on the  summer r e s iden t s  a t  the  
beach. Today as  I sing some of  the  gospel  
sons? a s  "No, Not One" and "Sunshine i n  t he  
Soul" which were f a v o r i t e s ,  i r  ceems such a 
shor t  time since we learned those a t  t h a t  
beach Sunday School. Sometimes we kids 
at tended church s e rv i ce s  w i t h  Papa and M a m m a ,  

young b l ades  w i t h  t h e i r  g i r l s .  A S  they 
l e y  ar.ound on t h e  beach f i l l y  dressed,  o f ten  
money, keys o r  watches would f e l l  from t h e i r  
pockets. Later ,  Alber t ,  Ne l l i e  and I would 
d i g  i n  t h e  sand hunting and o f t e n  f ind ing  
valuables  . 

. . 

Often on Sunday there  would be a crowd on 
the  beach and always on the  Fourth o f  July, 



he moved donn t o  the  beach i n  June each 
su?;:ier a s  soon a s  schocjl v:as out. Mamma 
packed a l l  our c lo thes ,  shee t s  and towels 
i n  gunny sack? which went i n  t he  baggage 
c a r  on the  t r a i n  along w i t h  he r  sewing 
machine. ~,.ama went up town occas ional ly  
and bought d r e s s  ma te r i a l  t o  make our school 

apothecary shop i n  h e r  f'ront room which xas  
an  a t t r a c t i o n  t o  u s   kid^. On the  shelves,  
among the  var ious  pa t en t  medicines and herbs,  
were rows o f  g l a s s  j a r s  containing c~.ndy - 
peppermint s t i cks ,  hocrhound, gurr drops, 
lemon drops and pink and white lozenges. 
Grandma S a l t e r ,  EZ w e  c a l l e d  her ,  was always 
so f r i end ly  and glzd t o  s e l l  u s  a pennyt o 
worth ofcandy anytine.  

clothes-while w e  were a t  t he  beach. * 'Let ts  go pick  up she l l s " ,  I vfould say t o  
The u sua l  time t o  go bathing was a t  eleven 

o 'clock i n  the  morning, a f t e r  the  t r a i n  ha3 
a r r i ved  w i t h  d a i l y  v i s i t o r s  and people had a 
chsnce t o  c h ~ n g e  i n t o  bathing s u i t s  a t  the  
bath  house on the  ocean f ron t  by the  ho t e l .  
~5y then the  fog had c leared,  and the sun was 
rhining,  and a gen t l e  ocean breeze bloving. 
Such b ~ t h i n g  s u i t s  they were - home-made, 
r'rori woolen  ater rial, wi th  bloomers under- 
neath a knee-length d re s s ,  The vfcrnen and 
older  g i r l ?  wore s tockings, too ragged f o r  
o ther  wesr, and cEnvas shoes and sometimes 
h a t s  t o  sh i e ld  from. the  sun. No wonder so  
f e w  learned t o  swim. Some boys and men and 
Sh i r ley  Thomas swam ~ n d  were admired by the  
l i t t l e  k id?  on the Peach. No l i f e  guards 
were needed with so few people, but occas- 
i ona l ly  an adventurous eoul would venture 
too  f a r ,  o f t en  become ponicky and the  c a l l  
quickly sounded I'or h a n k  Sharp, a good 
swim~er ,  who r ead i ly  went t o  the  rescue. 

Frank ~ n d  Ethel  Sharp were t he  son and 
d ~ u g h t e r  of  a l r .  and iilr.. John Sharp who 
owned pnd o2erated the  Sharpt s Hotel which 
was o ~ c k  from the  ocean f r o n t  and man work- 
in2  on the  wharf l i v e d  the re .  It had been 
moved i n  from Szn Juan-by-the-Sea, We could 
hear the  5 e l l  r i n g  f o r  meals and see t he  men 
hurrying along, ivirs. Sharp! s paren t s ,  M r .  
and ilir.s. Bmory S a l t e r  had a small frame house 
near  the  Sharp 's .  Hotel end she had a small 

1Je l l ie  and o f f  we would go and ga ther  many, 
e spec i a l l y  a f t e r  a storm. 3s would uze then 
a s  d o l l  d ishes ,  t he  sca l lops  and clam che l l s  
a s  p l a t e s  and the  long white oces a s  spoons, 
t hen  the re  were the  sna.5.1 s h e l l s ,  t he  spin- 
d l e s  or. s p i r a l s ,  the  cones, soce wi th  a  hole  
i n  t he  top which ve c a l l e d  t e n t s  and occasion- 
a l l y  a  lovely  cowrie s h e l l .  Often w e  would 
f i n d  sand c o l l a r s  and sand d o l l a r s  which were 
a  dark purple and ha i ry  when s t i l l  a l i i -e ,  but  
grey- white arid b r i t t l e  when washed up on t h e  
sand. 

Vie d i d  the  usua l  beach past- t imes,  bui ld ing 
sand c a s t l e s ,  p laying jump rope wi th  the  long 
s t r a n d s  of  sea-weed, and wading i n  t he  ocean.. 

Clams made good ea t i ng  a s  a chowder and 
o f t en  a t  lor? t i d e  Paija and Alber t  took a  
bucket and spade and dug clams fay-ou t  from 
the  shore. Occasionally me g ~ t h e r e d  the t i n y  
c1a.m~ about thumb-nail s i z e ,  cooked them i n  
b o i l i n g  water t o  pop open, then picked them 
out with a f inger -nz i l .  It took many t o  make 
a mouthful and we a t e  a s  muchsand a s  clams. 

Kamma thought ch i ld ren  should l e a r n  some- 
t h ing  u se fu l  along w i t h  such play,  eo each day 
dur ing t he  summer we each were required  t o  sew 
by hand one q u i l t  block. It was a l esson  i n  
pat ience  f o r  me a s  I didnl  t like t o  s i t  s t i l l  
and was anxious t o  ge t  out  t o  p lay ,  



Summer s a s  over z11 too Foon and w e  
would move hone agzin i n  time f o r  school 
i n  September. It seenied so qu ie t  t he  f i r s t  
dr.y o r  t;?o a s  vre missed the  roar  o f  the  
breakers  on t he  beach and t h e  chugging o f  
t he  t r a i n  on t h e  -,vhzrf. 
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A I R  XEET AT DSiiINGUZS R E L D  

l r r . i t t en  i n  1378 by Lucy H i l l  Lockett  

I n  the Spring of  1910 Papo took Nel l i e  nnd 
m e  t o  pee th.e a i rp l anes  f l y i n g  i n  the a i r  a e e t  
n t  Domingues ' f i e l d ,  no r th  of  wilmington. \ibe 
rode on the  p a c i f i c  E l e c t r i c  b ig  red c a r  from 
Snnta kna t o  Watts where we t r ans f e r r ed  t o  a 
Long Beach car  2nd g o t  off a t  Dominyes Field. 

T h i s  was a l a rge  open space wi th  no t r e e s  
t o  obs t ruc t  the  plane?. he s a t  on wooden 
b l e ~ c h e r p  ~ n d  mere t h r i i i e d  t o  see a n  occas- 
i o n a l  flimey plane take o f f  the  ground and 
sos r  about one hundred t o  two nundred f e e t  i n  
the  a i r ,  go sround i n  a c i r c l e  over the f i e l d  
snd then lsnd.  A crowd o f  revera l  thousand 
people watched the  p lanes  w i t h  some anxiety 
f o r  t h e i r  safe ty .  

We t o o k  n sack lunch with u s  and a t e  a s  w e  
s a t  onn the  bleacners.  )d/e thought of' the  a i r  
meet a s  j u s t  entertainment,  s imi l a r  t o  au to  
r ce s  a t  Corona and never imggined the  fh tu re  OF av i a t i on  as w e  know i t  today. 

?% re turned t o  Santa Ana l a t e  i n  t he  a f t e r -  
noon on the b ig  red car ,  exc i ted  t o  have seen 
t h i s  show. 



TO THE RACES 

V r i t t e n  i n  1378 by Lucy H i l l  Locket t  

The Ci ty  of Corona was the  scene of Auto 
Races f o r  severe1 gears .  The c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  
the  c i t y  i s  a c i r c u l z r  ~ r e n ,  one mile I n  
dismeter.  This  c i r c u l a r  s t r e e t ,  Grand Avenue, 
v r a ?  the loco t ion  o f  the r ace s .  Crowds o f  people 
cane from ~ l l  over Soutnern Cpl i fo rn ia  t o  see 
then. 

iine Saturday i n  1913, ~ a p a ' d r o v e  our 
Xodei T h r d  ind toor  Ne l l i e ,  Viola, Grace 
Parker  and me t o  see the  races .  'lhe r i d 6  u,@ 
winding Santa Ana Canyon was p r e t t y  and enjoy-. 
ab le  ~ v i t h  vrater i n  the Svnta Ana River along 
the  road. lie took a  p i c n i c  iunch and s a t  on 
the  Grass on the i n s ide ,  s a f e r  s ide  o f  t he  
t r a ck  ;o watch the races  while we a t e .  . ,  

Nel l i e  h ld  arranged t o  meet h e r  boy f r i end ,  
Oryon Lolrnaugh, who l i v e d  i n  Aedlands and rode 
h i ?  motorcycle t h a t  day. Ne l l i e  walked t o  the  
S a n t a  W iiailrond S t a t i o n  where they met, then 
b3th joined us  on t h e  g r a s s .  Ne l l i e  w a s  much 
xore i n t e r e s t e d  i n  meeting him than watching 
the  rac ing ca r s .  

Bnrney Oldf ie ld  and Teddy Tezlaf f  were two 
of the race  d r ive r s .  It was e x c i t i n g  t o  watch 
the speeding cn r s  which were so d i f f e r e n t  from 
modern rac ing  ca r s .  , 

It was n fun day f o r  a l l  o f  us. 

SILVERADO SCHOOL DP-YS 

Wri t ten  by Lucy n i l 1  Locket t  i n  1978 

September 13, 1915 w a s  m y  f i r s t  day o f  
teaching a t  S i lverado Csnyon School. J u s t  
f i v e  l i t t l e  ch i ld ren  a t  the  beginning, then 
t h r ee  more, Evelyn, Vernon and Al ice  Schultz,  
e t a r t e d  school. They l i v e d  i n  V!illiains Canyon 

. nnd walked over t he  mountsin on a path t h e i r  
f a t h e r  m d e  f o r  them. 

I bop-rded ~ v i t h  t he  J o ~ e p h  Holtz family,  t he  
c l o s e s t  home t o  the  school . '  'I'hree o f  t h e i r  
childraen were p u p i l s  i n  school, J o ~ e p h ,  Albnn 
and ivla~guerite.  Others were the  two Xauerhan 
ch i ld ren ,  Raymond rnd Dorothy, who l i v e d  a t  
the  1-lsbxch ploce wi th  t h e i r  Idother t-xo mi les  
up Si lverado C~nyon above the school. Children 
l i v i n g  i n  Rabbit Csnyon were too  f z r  aaa.y t o  
a t t end  school. A month l a t e r  Clcrindn Honey 
ca:ne t o  l i v e  w i t h  he r  Grandmother and a t tended 
school  u n t i l  Christmas vacat ion.  School c losed 
then f o r  t he  win te r  on account o f  r a in ,  h igh  
water i n  the  creek and poor cross ings .  I 
t r a n ~ f e r r e d  then t o  E l  Alodena School where I 
taught  s i x t h  grade. 

yhe H j l t z  p lace  cons i s ted  o f  a walnut 
orchsrd,  chicken f e r m  sind c a t t l e  grazing. They 
had seven milk cows and I watched them mllk and 
run the separa to r ,  a11 new experience f o r  me. 
l:Jater f o r  i r r i g a t i n g  came i n  o sheet  metal p ipe  
l i n e  from the creek f u r t h e r  up t h e  canyon. This  
had been b u i l t  by my &Sther ' s  sheet  metal ?hop 
a t  t he  S. H i l l  2nd Son s t o r e  i n  Santa Ana. The 
l i n e  crorsed  the  e n t r ~ n c e  t o  Ladda Canyon on a 
h igh t r e s t l e .  

Mrs. Holtz w a s  n good cook snd 1 enjoyed the  
p l a i n  food. Thei r  f r i e n d s  d i d  too,  2nd o f t en  
cane from town t o  have lunch wi th  them, ea;ec- 
i a l l y  on Friday. The Cathol ic  p r i e s t  was one 
welconle guest .  There were four  Holtz ch i ld ren  
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and r n o t h e r  one expected i n  a few months. 
So a f t e r  about  two months I begsn boarding 
n i t h  the  ~ ~ r n e t t s  i n  Black S t a r  Canyon. 
K r .  and N r s .  S a r n e t t  and baby boy l i v e d  ne.ar 
t h e  mouth of' t he  canyon. He r o i z e c  p i g s  which 
roa:;.ed. :\round the  a 5 j s c e n t  h i l l s .  One day 
t h e r e  v -e re  e leven  new l i t t l e  baby p i g s  which 
I lilcecl t o  watch. iirs. B a r n e t t ,  t h e  former 
C a r r i e  Yoch, grew up i n  Santa Ana and I had 
known h e r  snd  h e r  fami ly  always. 

'Ahile l i v i n g  w i t h  t h e  Holtz family I bought 
a r i ~ i n g  hort  e ,  Babe, f r o a  dob Shan, Jr. 2nd 
had xsny f i n e  r i a e s  on he r .  One day I accom- 
panied  job  Shan, Sr., t h e  l o c a l  E1r.e Vrarden, 
On a n  n l l  day r i d e  up Ladds Canyon, f i v e  m r l e s  
e ~ z h  1:'3Y. 'l'here rvr s no t r a i l  bu t  we f o l l o ~ s e d  
t h e  dry  c reek  bed. Ke s a w  Xr. H o l b r o o k ~ s  bee 
s t r n d s  qnd e ~ u i p m e n t .  Another day I rode ray 
hor,c do7::n t o  g e t  t h e  %all a t  t h e  County 
( ~ r v i n e )  P a r k  where i t  was d e l i v e r e d .  I t  was 
t c n  rriiles eoch vfsy and i n  a d d i t i o n  I rose  up 
t o  ' ? ; i l l i sm C ~ n y o n  and took t h e i r  m o i l  t o  Judge 
aad ~, . rs .  P l e a s a n t s  who l i v e d  s t  t h e  mouth o f  
: : - i l l i sas  Crnyon f a c i n g  t h e  Sant iago  Canyon Road. 

A f t e r  I b s g ~ n  t o  ,bosrii a t  t h e  B a r n e t t ' s ,  1. 
rode my hor:re t o  zchool every day, f o u r  and a 
5,111' mi les  each wsy. 

The .*fooden school  house had one room w i t h  a 
~vood burning s tove  i n  the, corner  and a bucket 
o f  d r i n k i n g  :.:ater wi th  a d ipper  on a shelf!  i n  
t h o  e n t r ~ n c e  n1sy. Out houses were behind t h e  . 
zchool house, ohe f o r  boys and one f o r  g i r l s .  
I n  the  it:orniri;; 1 rnade a l ' ire i n  t h e  s tove and 
sv:e&t tne f l o o r  i n  t h e  a f te rnoon.  The k i d s  
c lepned t h e  b lack  boards. Vie p layed  galaes a t  
noon a I t e r  e a t i n g  a sack lunch. 

I n  t h e  evenings when I l i v e d  w i t h  t h e  Hol tz  
f ami l  w e  would v i s i t  a t  t h e  t a b l e  as we 
f i n i k d  supper and o f t e n  have n frj endly 
r e l i g i o u s  d i scuss ion .  rhey  were devout  
C a t h o l i c s  and had. l i m i t e d  knowledge o f  the Bible .  

I was a B a p t i s t  and a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  our  ais- 
cuss ions  i t  deepened my f a i t h  and b e l i e f s .  
'l'heir p r i e s t  gave them permiss ion  t o  buy a 
B i b l e  and t h a t  is one t h i n g  I g o t  i n  t h e i r  
mai l  box a t  t h e  County Park when I rode my 
h o r s e  t h e r e  t h ~ t  day. 

My horse  threw me over  h e r  head one day 
i n  3. sandy spo t  i n  t h e  road,  bu t  I wasn ' t  
h u r t  and g o t  up and rode on and never  t o l d  
anyone. 

1~r.s. Holtz  taught  me t o  c roche t  and I d i d  
some fancy work i n  the  evenings and read  soxe 
books by o i l  l a r p  l i g h t ,  no e l e c t r i c i t y .  I 
v i s i t e d  t h e  v a r i o u s  neidhbors;  Pa r i ah ,  
G i l l o g l y ,  P le r  s a n t  s,  A 1  ~ b a c h s  and Shaw 
f a m i l i e s .  I q e n t  one n i g h t  i n  t h e  Schu l t z  
horre i n .  Williams Canyon and one n i g h t  i n  t h e  
Shaw home i n  d l ~ c k  S t a r  Ccnyon. That n i g h t  
I z l e p t  i n  a forrner chicken coop awag. from t h e  
house w i t h  it.rs. Shav~. A l l  t h e  2eople  i n  t h e  
mountoins .were very f r i e n d l y  and I had cup;er 
w i t h  seve ra l .  Bob Shaw, Jr. took me f o r  r i d e s  
on horse  back and a l s o  w i t h  ho r se  and buggy. 
Mrs. Shaw gave m e  two r a b b i t  s k i n s  she had 
t r e a t e d ,  bu t  were s t i l l  s t i f f .  1 nade t n e n  
i n t o  a l i t t l e  fur c o l l a r  f o r  my s i r t e r  P h y l l i s .  

Often we had v i s i t o r s  a t  school ,  N r s .  
Schul tz ,  !,Ira Bob Shaw, and t h e  schboi  board 
~'rorn $1 iiiodenn, n7ho were ars. Jones, . Stone 
and Xr. A .  itl. Robinson. The Orange County 
Grand Jury  made an i n s p e c t i o n  one day. 

I went hone t o  Zsnta Ana almost every 
end a s  P ~ p a  o r  o t h e r s  csEe f o r  me cnd took ne 
back on S u ~ d r y  af te rnoon.  I missed one dzy o f  
school  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  wedding i n  Heaet o f  mg 
b r o t h e r ,  A l b e r t  and Luc i l e  i n  Novexber, but 
made it up on Saturday. I a l s o  missed one 
week i n  ~overnber  when I a t t e n d e d  T e ~ c h e r s  
I n s t i t u d e  i n  Szn Diego and had a good t i z e  w i t h  
f r i e n d s ;  



The canyon -,nd mountains were a beautil-1 
p lace  wi th  t r e e s ,  ~ h r u b s  nnd running v a t e r  i n  
the  creek,  so g e s c e f i l  end. qu ie t ,  away from 
c i t y  l i f e .  I loved t o  p i t  by the  stream and 
r e rd .  I t  ca: es?ec in l l g  love ly  i n  the  a f t e r -  

A jl,'IMTZR DAY A T  NT. LOIS:'E 

Wri t ten  i n  1978 by Lucy H i l l  Lockett  

noon going back t o   lack S t a r  kpnyon a s  I rode One day I n  t he  winter  o f  1603 Papa took 
r:.y hor re ,  fac ing t h e  pink rock c l i f f s  above   el lie and me tosee  snow on K t .  Lo-ae. n e  
the  creek.  I sold  back my horse f o r  which I rode on the  b ig  r e a  r a c i f i c  E l e c t r i c  c a r  f rox  
had pqid $40.00 t o  Bob S h a w ,  3r. f o r  $55.00. Santa Ana t o  the  PacifYc G l e c t r i c  Terminal a t  

Ont o f  the  h igh l i gh t s  of the  cchool term 
nzs  the Hallonecn > a r t y  a t  the  school. I 
mqcie 3 jack-o-l.rntern fro~r,  a pumpkin 2nd ;,,re 
hnd the u m r l  decora t ions ,  games and re f resh-  
zr-nts o ,_ ; rop r i s t e  t o r  the  occasion. I t  w a s  a 
fir, tilrle f o r  tne  ch i ld ren  and me. 

. becerfiber 17, 1915 v ~ a s . t h e  l a - s t  day o f  
~ c h o o l .  .I t o l d  them s l l  good-by and ga-ve the  
k i e s  Chr ie tx~as  g i . fcs .  It had been a r i c h  
exaerience f o r  me. 

6 t h  and na in  S t r e e t s  i n  Los Angeles, where we 
t r a n s f e r r ~ e d  t o  t h e  Pasadena ca r ,  then t o  an 
Altadena ca.r and up a lovely  cznyon. .*hen x e  
boarded a cable c a r  which mas on a s t eep  i n c l i n e ,  
Uns ca r  went up and one c a r  went dovn,passing 
a t  the halfway po in t .  The c e r s  were open, no 
roof, and seated about 20 people. -rhe view 
was - lovely  and i t  w a s  co ld  s s  we rode up t he  
mountain. 

A t  t he  top of  the  inc l ine*  was ECBO KOUNTAIN 
HOTEL. Ye go t  o f f  the cable c a r  and boarded a 
surface  e l e c t r i c  c a r  f o r  the r e s t  of  t he  r i c e .  
This nas  a l s o  an open c a r ,  but  wi th  a roof  and 
the  t r zck  vas  on a gradual  i n c l i n e ,  going 
through +he t r e e s ,  around curves w i t h  snow 
under t he  t r e e s  and i n  the  shade. 

We a r r i v e d  a t  ALPIiqE TAVERIJ a t  the end o f  
the  l i n e .  It f e l t  good t o  s tand by the  b i g  
f i r e p l a c e  and get  warm. 

I v:ore a w in t e r  cos t  o f  Xamma' s as .  I d id  no t  
have a  heavy coat. It w a s  much too  l a rge  f o r  
me but  kept  me warm and t h a t  was what I needed. 

we played i n  the  snow, made snow b a l l s  and 
j u s t  enjoyed seeing i t  and being ab le  t o  p lay  
i n  i t .  

we a t e  our sack lunches s i t t i n b  Sy the  f i r e -  
p lace  and a f t e r  p laying s0rr.e more i n  the snow 

. boarded the c a r  and re tu rned  t o  Santa kna tne  
sane way we had gone ug the  mountain. Snow mas 
a novel ty  t o  u s  and t o  be i n  i t  f o r  a day was 
exc i t i ng .  



seve ra l  years  l a t e r  i n  t h e  Spring of 
1314 when I was a t tend ing  Normal School i r .  
Loe Angeles, I went w i th  a N ~ t u r e  Study Class 
C bo ;,ire Lowe. l:iC;'hen we reached ALPIdE TAVERh we 
hiked by t r a i l  t o  the  top of I4t .  lJ!ilson, p a r t  
o f  the  tirne through snow. We saw the  oo3er- 
va tory  and o ther  bui ld ings  the re ,  then hiked 
back t o  Mr. Lcwe, a d i s t ~ n c e  of about s i x t een  
miles ,  round t r i p .  We re turned t o  Los Angeles 
by the  P a c i f i c  E l e c t r i c  ca r s ,  t i r ed ,bu t  i t  had 
been a fbn day. 

During the  first weeK of  January, 1917 
'f:'ili and I ..sgent 'art of  our Honeymoon on a 
t r i p  t o  Y t .  Lowe, having been marri.ed 
Janlxary 1, 1917. 

The Ebe l l  Club of the  Senta Ana Val ley 
i s  proud t o  have Lucy Lockett as a member 
and the  "our f ier i tage" Sect ion wishes t o  
thank her  f o r  shzring her  "Turn ofi:.tize 
Century Recollect ions".  

LUCY CFRISTINE HILL LOCiCETT 

Lucy Chr i s t i ne  was born February 21, 1833 
i n  Srnta Ana, Ca l i fo rn i a ,  daughter of George 
Pl iny and Anna ( ~ x e l s o n )  H i l l .  

She g r a d u ~ t e d  from Sznta Ana High School, 
a t tended the Univers i ty  o f  R e d l ~ n a s ,  gradueted 
from the  Los Angeles Normal School and t a k h t  
school f o r  one year.  

On January 1, 1917 she rrarricd '!Jilliam 
Bate Lockett ,  a c i t r u s  grower of V i l l a  ?ark. 
He  d ied  i n  1973. 

Their  s ix ch i ld ren  are: Gordon L. Lockett; 
Ruth Staarns ;  Nildred Harr is ;  ?dp,rsaret MatheTns; 
Helen G e a ~ h a r t ;  2nd Viilliam P. Lockett .  

Lucy has fourteen grandchildren and four  
g r e a t  grandchildren. 
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